LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

PS4513 CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THOUGHT:

Power, Knowledge and Identity

TUESDAY – 8:30AM-11:30AM

INSTRUCTOR: D.WEST 

OFFICE HOURS RB 2033: MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY 10:00AM-11:00AM

PHONE: 343-8304

E-MAIL: doug.west@lakeheadu.ca

This course is designed for students who have taken courses in Political Theory and who are completing an Honours degree in Political Science. The objective of the course is to familiarize students with four contemporary thinkers who have made significant contributions to the discussion of political ideas. Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the work of Hannah Arendt (The Human Condition, 1958), George Grant (Technology and Empire, 1969), Michel Foucault (Power/Knowledge, 1972-1977) and Edward Said (Orientalism (1978).  Each week, the class will consist of a lecture, followed by an extended period of discussion. Students are encouraged to bring questions to class that will help to animate the discussion.

GRADING:

60%  2 X Chapter Summaries – Each student is responsible for analyzing 1 chapter in 2 different texts. Chapter summaries will include an overview of the author’s intentions, and an analysis of 5 main arguments that the author provides. The assignments will be 6-8 pages (double-spaced 12 point font) and will include at least 5 outside sources. 

40% Final Examination – Students will be required to answer questions that related to all of the books studied in a final examination. The format of the examination will be determined in discussion with the class.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Arendt, Hannah. The Human Condition, 2nd edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998.

Foucault, Michel. Power/Knowledge. New York: Pantheon Books, 1980.

Grant, George. Technology and Empire. Concord, Ontario: House of Anansi Press, 1969.

Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books, 1979.

CLASS AND READING SCHEDULE

January 4 – Introduction and General Discussion of Political Theory

January 11 – The Human Condition – pp. vii-78

January 18 – The Human Condition – pp. 79-174

January 25 – The Human Condition – pp. 175-326

February 1 – Technology and Empire – pp. Preface – 80.

February 8 – Technology and Empire – pp. 81-143

February 22 – Power/Knowledge – pp. vii-62

March 1- Power/Knowledge – pp.63-145

March 8 – Power/Knowledge – pp. 146-260

March 15 – Orientalism – Preface-112

March 22 – Orientalism – 113-200

March 29 – Orientalism – 201-352.

